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quick renovation is testament to the commit-
ment and hard work of Alfreda and Tony 
Calucci, as well as the importance of the res-
taurant’s role within the Hazleton community. 
Today, Rostas Cafe remains a Hazleton sta-
ple, and Melissa Calucci has joined her par-
ents in adding to the restaurant’s success and 
character. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize 
Rostas Cafe as it celebrates its 65th anniver-
sary. I am incredibly grateful for this commu-
nity landmark that continues to bring genera-
tions of the Hazleton community closer to-
gether, and I look forward to the cafe’s suc-
cess over the years to come. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Garrett Nicholas 
Downey. Garrett is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 397, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Garrett has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Garrett has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Gar-
rett has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Garrett Nicholas Downey for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Albert ‘‘Butch’’ Arenal, retir-
ing Chief of Police for the Punta Gorda Police 
Department in Punta Gorda, Florida. 

For the past three decades, Butch has been 
a pillar in our Florida community. Born and 
raised in Charlotte County, Butch has dedi-
cated his adult life to the Punta Gorda Police 
Department. He has been with the Department 
for almost 30 years, and has served as Chief 
of Police for eight of those years. 

Under his leadership, the Department was 
awarded the Punta Gorda Chamber of Com-
merce Small Business award as well as a 
number of other well-deserved accolades. Ad-
ditionally, he will be sworn in as the President 
of the Florida Police Chief’s Association, which 
is but a small testament of his leadership abil-
ity. As a member of Congress, it has been my 
pleasure to work with Butch professionally and 
get to know him personally. 

Mr. Speaker, I speak for the Charlotte 
County Community as we say farewell to 

Butch and wish him the best of luck as he 
joins Coconut Creek Police Department, they 
are truly lucky to have him. 
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Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
recognize Mary Gabriele as she is celebrated 
as the oldest Italian-American in the Hazleton 
Area, an honor bestowed upon her by the Ha-
zleton Chapter of UNICO. UNICO is the larg-
est Italian-American service and volunteer or-
ganization in the United States, and has a sig-
nificant, positive impact within my congres-
sional district. 

On March 19, 1909, Mary was born to Nich-
olas and Tomasina Lauro in Medix Run, Penn-
sylvania. Her family moved to Hazleton 
Heights in 1916 where she was able to estab-
lish strong, communal roots. As one of nine 
children, Mary began working at the Duplan 
Silk Mill at the youthful age of 14. The fact 
that she committed long and arduous hours at 
the facility did not stop her from obtaining an 
education, however. She went on to impres-
sively complete her studies at St. Gabriel’s 
High School during the evenings—a feat sym-
bolic of her tireless work ethic. 

Mary married Nazario Gabriele in 1935, and 
the newly married couple moved to Peace 
Street in Hazleton. It was here where Mary 
and Nazario raised their four children: Carmel, 
Nicholas, Mary, and Thomasina. After dedi-
cating years to her family, Mary returned to 
the workforce at numerous retail stores in the 
area, including Bon Ton, Leader, Dotte’s, and 
Fashion Bug. Mary and Nazario were married 
for a wonderful 49 years before Nazario 
passed away in 1984. 

Currently, Mary resides at Providence Place 
in Drums, where she remains active and en-
joys visits from friends and her extended fam-
ily, including five grandchildren and six great- 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Mary Gabriele as the oldest Italian-American 
in the Hazleton Area. My community is ex-
tremely fortunate to have now called her a 
neighbor for close to 100 years. I hope she 
will be able to celebrate this monumental oc-
casion in the company of her family and 
friends. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Sean Christopher 
McMullen. Sean is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 397, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Sean has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Sean has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Sean 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Sean Christopher McMullen for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the life of Dr. Robert Laubach, a pio-
neer in adult literacy and lifelong advocate of 
literacy and education. Dr. Robert Laubach, 
affectionately known as Dr. Bob, was born in 
the Philippines and lived there through his 
high school years. Dr. Bob moved to the 
United States and completed his under-
graduate studies in Ohio. He went on to pur-
sue graduate studies at Syracuse University 
where he earned a master’s degree in jour-
nalism and a Ph.D. in education. 

Dr. Bob developed his love of literacy and 
journalism at an early age, working the print-
ing press for his dad’s early literacy work. Dr. 
Bob traveled to over 40 countries in 5 years 
when he was in his twenties with his father 
and Dr. Bob carried his passion for literacy, 
both nationally and internationally for the rest 
of his life. 

In 1952, Dr. Bob founded the Syracuse Uni-
versity Literacy Journalism program and 
taught hundreds of educators from around the 
world how to prepare literacy materials. Dr. 
Bob developed literacy primers in local lan-
guages and organized literacy programs in 
more than 60 countries. In 1959, Dr. Bob 
began publishing News for You, a weekly 
news source for adult new readers, which is 
still in publication today. Dr. Bob also founded 
New Readers Press, which develops and pub-
lishes instructional materials for adult learners 
and adult education teachers. Today, New 
Readers Press continues to provide over 400 
educational titles that help adults learn how to 
read, write, and do basic math. 

Dr. Bob was more than an educator, he was 
an innovator who helped changed countless 
lives by giving the gift of literacy. Dr. Bob’s 
legacy of literacy will live on in the Central 
New York community, and all over the world 
through the thousands of literacy organiza-
tions, tutors, trainers, volunteers, and students 
who continue to work toward his dream of a 
world where everyone can read and write. 
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